“Cairo’s City of the dead: the relationship between the former urban dwellers and the rural new-comers as a topic of the connection between the urbanization and funerary customs”.
The aspects of the rural migration that have contributed to the formation of City of the Dead’s current identity, represent a topic of my wider field research on the relationships between its urbanization and funerary customs. Peasants from the Middle and Southern Egypt, many of them Christians, overflowed into Cairo’s cemetery in two main waves: during the last century of the Ottoman era and at the mid of the twentieth century. Their arrival changed the social and cultural profile of the graveyard. The City of the dead, Al Qarafa(cemetery in Arabic/Egyptian language)for the locals, embodies the Muslim ancient urban cemetery. It is well-known all over the world for its uniqueness as an inhabited and still functioning burial ground, even presently. Thus the necropolis’identity has been analysed at various levels of meaning, that is spatial, architectural, social, political, cultural and so on. In particular within the strong connection between the rural migration and  graveyard’s reshaping, I will illustrate the relationship between the former urban dwellers and the rural new-comers; a field work still in progress regarding the Christian community.
