SUMMARY 

“Cairo’s City of the dead: urban vs rural among the dwellers of the cemetery”
Cairo’s City of the dead represents the Muslim inhabited cemetery. The rural migration contributed to its recent identity. The relationships between urban dwellers and the rurals at various segments of the community symbolizes the subalternation of their roles in the social ladder. The dominant language of political power has manipulated this relationship in dichotomizing the rurality and urbanity. The result has been the marginalization of the City of the Dead’s community. 

DESCRIPTION
Cairo’s necropolis, named by the Westerners City of the Dead and by locals Al Qarafa (means cemetery in  Arabic/Egyptian language), still represents an enclave in the Egyptian society because of its particular syncretic environment, as a multifaceted countrified/urban community. 
It is well-known all over the world for its uniqueness as an inhabited and still functioning burial ground, even presently. Peasants overflowed into Cairo’s cemetery in two main waves: during the last decades of the Ottoman era and at the mid of the twentieth century. Most of the rural poor occupied illicitly funeral courtyards that were abandoned or rarely visited. The guardians of burial enclosures took advantage of this occasion. 
In particular, this poster wants to illustrates the strong connection between the rural migration and  graveyard’s reshaping at various levels of meaning, that is spatial, architectural, social, political, cultural. Thus the poster will show the necropolis’ identity in its complexity and its evolution through the times. The poster will be shaped by some photos showing the environment and a text as elucidation of it. So that, the poster will deal some interrelated issues as how people attach meaning to space transforming it into place, how the locality has been restructured by the historical and social events, and consequently how this site holds memories, traditions, customs.
