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Profession: social and cultural anthropologist, independent researcher.
Academic affiliation: University of Padua.
Membership: AISEA, (Italian association of demo-ethno-

Anthropological sciences);  

EASA, (European Association Social Anthropologists);
Italian Research Center in Cultural Thanatology;
SESAMO (Italian Society for the Middle Eastern Studies)

Education

1995 BA in Foreign modern languages and literatures, University of Naples L’Orientale.

1996 MA in Social and cultural anthropology, University of Padua.

1997 Master in International Politics, Cooperation and Development, S.p.i.c.e.s. school, Rome.

2006 Course in Social mediation, Ciofs centre, Rome.

2007 Master in Historical-religious studies (Ancient Christianism) University of Naples L’Orientale. 
Publications 
· Monographies: 1. Il giardino di Allah, Ananke, Torino, 2008

                   2. Egitto inedito, Ananke, Torino,2011
                   3. Un sarcofago egizio per Giuseppe Parvis, Kemet edizioni, Torino, 2015 (coauthor R. Manzini)

· Last essays and contributes in volumes:
2016 “Città dei morti del Cairo: il corpo nel dhikr nell’area sepolcrale dell’imam Zayn al-Abdin” in Il Corpo in scena. Rappresentazioni, Tecniche, Simboli di P. Scarpi. Collana Civiltà e Religioni (forthcoming).

2015 “La Città dei Morti del Cairo: il circuito pellegrinale delle sette tombe sacre” in Rivista DADA n.2,2015.
2013 “Spazi iconici della memoria con-divisa al Cairo tra la Città dei Morti e Piazza Tahrir”. In SESAMO Acts X Congress: Uniform(ed) memories. Peoples, States and Nations in the Mediterranean and Middle East. Milano, Leggere leggere edizioni.

2011 “Funerary Rituals in Cairo's City of the Dead: the sacred and the profane, considerations from the field”, in Humanist Perspectives on Sacred Spaces. Cairo Papers in Social Science, AUC Cairo Press. 

2011  “The Reshaping of Cairo’s City of the Dead. Rural Identity versus Urban Arena in the Cairene Cultural Narrative and Public Discours”  in AME Anthropology of Middle East, vol.6 n.2,  Winter 2011: pp 38–50, Berghahn Journals.
2009 “Cairo city of the dead: a site of ancient and contemporary pilgrimages” in S. Shahshahani (ed.), City of pilgrimage, Lit Verlag,Berlin.

Research activities

2016-2007 Mediterranean area, Field research  The seven sleepers’ legend and cult in the Mediterranean. Research Center in Cultural Thanatology (www.lacittadeimorti.com)
2014-13 Mediterranean area, Field research  Ritual and symbolic uses of the water in the Christian and Muslim devotion to the 7 Sleepers. Project Firb “Sacred spaces, identity paths”, University of Padua.

2011-10 Jordan-Italy, Field research and seminars Perception of the past and processes of valorization: places of memory in Jordan. La Sapienza University of Rome – University of Jordan, Amman.
2006-1998 Egypt, Cairo Field research Processes of urbanization in Cairo Muslim cemetery. Italian Ministry of Foreign affairs and Egyptian Ministry of Education.
Teaching activities (last years)
2015-2013  University of Padua, Seminars: La valenza simbolica dell’acqua nell’Islam; La presenza dell’acqua nel culto dei 7 dormienti; La devozione popolare islamica ai santi; Testi di fondazione, iconografia e modelli di culto della devozione ai 7 dormienti.
2013 European Institute of Design, Rome, Chair Anthropology of landscape. Course on History and culture of Rome.

2013-09 Roma-Milano, Ngo Liveinslums, Workshop Inside Cairo city of the dead. Anthropological paths and sustainable development practices.
2009 University of the Mediterranean, Taranto  Chair Anthropology of the Mediterranean.

Other positions (last years)
2016-2012 Direction of Ananke publishing series Studies on Islam and the Mediterranean societies.
2016-2006 Direction Research Center in Cultural Thanatology.

2014-12 Egyptian Cultural Office of Egyptian Embassy in Rome, cooperation in organization of cultural activities on Egyptian ancient civilization and Egyptian contemporary society. 
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