The Seven Sleepers’ devotion in the Mediterranean: a comparative analyses between Muslim and Christian holy sites.
The cult of the Seven Sleepers is a shared cultural heritage between Christians and Muslims, which is widespread in many Mediterranean countries. From its Christian origins (V century Asia Minor) it scattered to the Syriac Christianity, then to Arabia peninsula. Afterwards, the Seven Sleepers tradition shifted into the Koran, in particular in the XVIII sura, titled Al Kahf, that is “The cave”. The Seven Sleepers’ mith and devotion could be considered a Mediterranean interreligious topic which interconnects both monotheisms, as the comparative historical studies revealed (L. Massignon 1955). Its location can be a cave or a church or a mosque, according to the local faith. The numerous localizations of the seven sleepers’ holy site have been analysed during my anthropological fieldworks: Turkey (2008-2014), Syria (2007, 2009), Jordan (2008, 2010), Morocco (2007, 2011), Tunisia (2010), Egypt (1998-2008), Cyprus (2013-2014), Greece (2013-2014). The different religious commemorations between Christians and Muslims and the rituals performed at their relative holy sites, encompasses an enormous variety of devotional practices. The paper investigates on popular piety regarding the Seven Sleepers in both faiths and it focuses on a comparative analyses between the two traditions. 
